THE OPFOR IN THE OFFENSE

1.  FORMS OF TACTICAL MANEUVER

a.  Frontal Attack.  The frontal attack is directed against the BLUFOR’s frontline forces.  Its goal is to penetrate BLUFOR defenses along single or multiple axes.  Its success depends on superiority of forces and firepower.  An OPFOR unit conducting a frontal attack attempts to create openings for subsequent exploitation.  The frontal attack, by itself, is the least preferred form of maneuver.  Normally, it is used in combination with a close or deep envelopment.  A frontal attack may be appropriate when the OPFOR has the element of surprise, and may be used to fix BLUFOR defenses while other OPFOR units maneuver to attack from the flank.

b.  Close Envelopment.  A close envelopment is a flanking maneuver that strikes BLUFOR units in the flank or rear at a relatively shallow depth.  The goal of the close envelopment is to attack the BLUFOR from the flank, avoiding a frontal attack.  Forces conducting the close envelopment and those conducting a simultaneous frontal attack, need to coordinate fire support.
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c.  Deep Envelopment.  A deep envelopment is a flanking maneuver executed at a greater depth.  The goal of deep envelopment is either to attack the BLUFOR from the rear or to seize key blocking positions; preventing the BLUFOR’s withdrawal and ensuring its destruction.  The deep envelopment is conducted in tactical coordination with the forces advancing from the front.  Forces assigned to conduct a deep envelopment receive additional fire support.


In an attack against a defending BLUFOR, a battalion or brigade-sized forward detachment (FD) could conduct a deep envelopment for a brigade or division; the FD would be inserted through a gap in forward BLUFOR defenses after first-echelon forces in the main attack achieve a penetration.  The depth of a deep envelopment for a mechanized infantry or tank battalion can be more than 15 km.  A brigade may conduct a deep envelopment to a depth of up to 50 km.  That depth can be significantly greater in a meeting battle or in a pursuit of the BLUFOR.  The OPFOR may also employ heliborne forces for the deep envelopment.
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d.  Double Envelopment.  The OPFOR prefers a double envelopment, which can be a combination of two deep envelopments, two close envelopments, or a deep and a close envelopment.  It expects to achieve the most success with a deep envelopment of both flanks, encircling the BLUFOR rear.  Combining envelopments creates favorable conditions for attacking the BLUFOR’s flanks and rear.  The OPFOR’s goal is to encircle BLUFOR groupings, split them, and then destroy them.  Heliborne assault troops can also land simultaneously in the BLUFOR rear, assisting in the accomplishment of a double envelopment.  Forces carrying out close, deep, or double envelopments is ordinarily maneuver in a march or prebattle formation when BLUFOR resistance is light enough not to require the use of battle formation.  The enveloping force can transition from march to prebattle to battle formation as the situation dictates.

1. ORGANIZATION FOR COMBAT

a.  Reconnaissance.  Maneuver divisions have an organic reconnaissance and electronic warfare battalion, while each maneuver brigade has an organic reconnaissance company.  Mechanized infantry battalions (MIBNs) have an organic reconnaissance platoon.  The location of the reconnaissance objectives and the BLUFOR disposition determine how far in front of their parent organizations these OPFOR reconnaissance assets move.  In an attack against a defending enemy, they typically reconnoiter the BLUFOR whose destruction is the parent organization’s immediate mission; then they move on toward the depth of the subsequent mission.  In the march, their purpose is to provide the maximum warning of the BLUFOR in terms of time and distance and to establish the strength and disposition.  They also identify terrain features that could slow the OPFOR rate of advance or hinder the accomplishment of the parent organization’s mission.

b.  Forward Detachment (FD).  A forward detachment is a combined arms force based on a reinforced maneuver brigade or battalion.  FDs ensure the unhindered advance of the division or brigade.  Divisions commonly establish a brigade-sized FD, or more than one battalion-sized FD, to maneuver ahead of the lead brigades of an advancing division.   Although any maneuver brigade can be assigned as an FD, the OPFOR prefers to use BTR-equipped units as FDs (and advance guards), thus keeping the higher combat power of BMP and tank brigades for the main force.  If the situation requires, a battalion or brigade from another unit/formation (e.g. a second-echelon or adjacent brigade or division) may be temporarily attached as an FD.

In the march, the FD normally moves ahead of or parallel to the march security elements (advance guard) of the lead brigades but behind the division’s reconnaissance patrols.  However, it could also move parallel to the advance guard.

There is no set distance between the FD and the main body.  A brigade-based division FD moves 2 to 4 hours ahead of the parent division’s main body;  in European terrain conditions this may translate to a distance of up to 80 km.  A Battalion-based division or brigade FD moves 1 to 2 hours ahead of the parent organization’s main body; this translates to 20 to 40 km.

c.  Echelons.  The echelonment of combat formations in the offense is based upon the depth and preparedness of BLUFOR defenses, and is intended to build combat power continuously on the line of contact.  The OPFOR typically organize forces either in two echelons or in one echelon with a combined arms reserve.  In normal terrain, companies and platoons always attack in a single echelon, without a reserve.

When attacking unprepared or partially prepared BLUFOR defenses, the OPFOR typically attacks in a single echelon with a small reserve.  Against more fully prepared defenses, the OPFOR is likely to use a two-echelon formation.  Within the division, the pattern of echelonment can vary at each level of command.  A division might deploy its brigades in two echelons, while some of the brigades may deploy their battalions in one echelon.  The OPFOR does not consider a three-echelon combat formation to be normal, but sometimes uses it when maneuver is restricted, as in an advance along a narrow valley.  

When attacking defenses that are weak, lacking in depth, or now well-prepared, divisions, brigades, and battalions normally deploy in a single echelon with a small combined arms reserve.  They also use a single-echelon formation when attacking on a secondary axis.  When using a single-echelon formation, the commander must keep a combined arms reserve in order to be able to influence the battle.  If he commits his reserve, he must create another one immediately.

A two-echelon combat formation is typically employed when attacking a defense prepared or at least partially prepared in depth and on the higher commander's main axis.  The first echelon normally contains the majority of the combat power.  Its mission is to destroy the BLUFOR's forward defenses and achieve the immediate mission of the formation/unit/subunit.

At the same time the OPFOR issues missions to first-echelon forces he assigns the second-echelon force a mission, a route of advance, and a likely line and time for its commitment.  During commitment, the second echelon normally passes through gaps or at flanks to avoid passage of lines and intermingling of forces.  Specific second-echelon missions can include:

· Conduct a pursuit.

· Destroy bypassed BLUFOR elements.

· Defeat a counterattack.

· Achieve the subsequent mission.

· Complete the missions of successful first-echelon forces which have been rendered combat-ineffective.

Once the second echelon is committed, a combined arms reserve from elements of the first echelon is formed.  The remainder of the first echelon continues its attack to the degree that it is still able.

Although the OPFOR pre-plans deployment lines and time for committing the second echelon, he retains flexibility in implementing them, depending of the progress of the battle.  It is important to remember that a second echelon is an application of additional force, not a reinforcement for the first echelon.  However, the second echelon could be a replacement for a first-echelon force that has been successful, but at the cons of its own combat effectiveness.  The second echelon's attack may be on an axis different from the one originally planned.

d.  Combined Arms Reserve.  Divisions, brigades, and battalions can form a combined arms reserve (usually two echelons smaller in size), but only if attacking in a single echelon.  The combined arms reserve is small.  It is a contingency force used to meet unanticipated events and to deal with tasks such as exploiting unexpected success, repelling counterattacks, and covering the flanks of the parent organization.

e.  Raiding Detachment.  At the tactical level, a raiding detachment is a highly mobile combined-arns unit, usually a reinforced battalion.  Reinforced companies and platoons can also conduct raids.  The primary mission of a raiding detachment is to destroy or capture important military targets.  Such objectives can include an artillery battalion, tactical missile batteries, elements of a reconnaissance-strike complex, a fire support helicopter forward base, a supply base/depot, or a river-crossing site.  Its secondary missions may include seizing important terrain and blocking BLUFOR reserves.

f.  Enveloping Detachment.  Within maneuver battalions and companies, the OPFOR may use an armored group as a smaller-scale enveloping group.  The armored group is a temporary grouping of 4 to 5 tanks, BMPs, BTRs, or any combination of such vehicles.  In this role, BMPs or BTRs would deploy without their normally assigned infantry squad on board and fight away from their dismounted troops.  The armored group can thus act on an independent axis to attack the BLUFOR flank or establish a blocking force to his rear.  It has significant direct-fire capability and serves as a mobile reserve attack force for the battalion or company commander.

3.  TYPES OF OFFENSIVE ACTION.


The OPFOR will employ three basic types of tactical offensive actions:  attack against a defending enemy, meeting battle, and pursuit.


a.  Attack against a Defending Enemy.  This is the basic form of offensive combat and the preferred OPFOR method of attacking a defending BLUFOR.

· Occurs when the BLUFOR is occupying known defensive positions.  

· Can occur in a variety of situations:  envelopments, supporting attacks, penetrations of the BLUFOR defense, and exploitation.

· An attack from a position in direct contact is most often used when transitioning over to the offense from the defense.

(1)  Assembly areas.

· When attacking from the march, a division will normally occupy an assembly area of 300 to 600 sq km located 60 to 75 km from the enemy's forward positions.

· Brigades could occupy assembly areas as close as 20 to 30 km.

· Forces depart assembly areas in march formation and deploy into prebattle and, if necessary, battle formation at designated lines.

(2)  Operations against an enemy covering force area.

· Goal:  to prevent having the main body deploy from march formation prior to reaching the designated deployment lines.

· Against a weak covering force:

· FDs of first-echelon divisions, with strong artillery and air support, responsible for destroying enemy covering force.

· Main bodies of divisions follow in tactical march column, ready to exploit the FD success.

· Deployment of lead divisions depends on degree of enemy resistance.

· Against a strong covering force:

· OPFOR deploys main bodies of first echelon divisions from the outset.

· FDs and airlandings used to cut off enemy withdrawals and seize entries into the tactical zone.

· Divisions may send out FDs to seize key terrain in the covering force area.

(3) Attack zones and strike sectors.  The OPFOR's goal is to achieve overwhelming superiority in the strike sector.   A minimum of 5:1 is desired, but higher is always better.

TYPICAL ATTACK ZONES AND STRIKE SECTOR WIDTHS


Division
Brigade
Battalion
Company
Platoon

Zone of Attack (km)
5-25
3-8
2-3
.5-.8
.1-.2

Main Attack Axis (km)
6-10
2-4
1-2
NA
NA

Distance between Echelons (km)
15-30
5-15
1-3
NA
NA



(4)  Force disposition.




(a)  MID and TD.

· In attacking a well-prepared defense, a division will normally attack on a narrower frontage (as narrow as 10 km) with a stronger second echelon (two brigades rather than one).

· A division attacking on an army's supporting axis will normally have a wider frontage than one attacking on the main attack axis.

· Division elements will normally deploy as listed below.

DEPLOYMENT DEPTHS

Division First Echelon


Concentrated to attack on main and supporting axes.

Division Second Echelon and/or Combined Arms Reserve


Moves by bounds 15-30 km behind the first echelon until committed.

Brigade Artillery Groups (BRAGs)


1-4 km from forward edge.

Divisional Artillery Groups (DAGs)


3-6 km from forward edge.

Army Artillery Groups


3-8 km from forward edge.

Army Rocket Artillery Groups


4-8 km from forward edge.

Divisional Antitank Reserves


Between the first and second echelons on the axis of the main attack or on a threatened flank.

Division Main CP


Up to 15 km from the forward edge.

Division Forward CP


Up to 5 km from the forward edge.

Division Rear Area CP
Up to 30 km from the forward edge and located near the rear services elements.

Brigade Main CPs


Up to 5 km from the forward edge.

Logistics Units
The divisional medical post, together with repair and evacuation elements, moves behind the first echelon.  The rest of the divisional logistical units will be some 5-10 km behind the second echelon.
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(b)  MIBN and TBN.

· Battalion may attack using either one or two echelons.

· When attacking in one echelon, it will normally have a small combined arms reserve (platoon-sized).

· A tank company attached to an MIBN normally operates intact.

· Battalion does not have the organic CS or CSS required for independent action, except when deployed as a security or enveloping detachment, and advance guard, a raiding detachment, a forward detachment, or a heliborne or amphibious landing force.

b.  Meeting Battle.  The meeting battle is the basic form of offense used to meet and destroy BLUFOR tactical reserves.  Its goals are to destroy the BLUFOR force and to continue developing the offensive.  The side that seizes the initiative first through rapid deployment into battle or prebattle formation and through the delivery of direct and indirect fires is most likely to win, even in the face of a superior enemy.

PHASES OF THE MEETING BATTLE

PHASE
ELEMENT IN MARCH
BASIC TASK
ACTIONS ON CONTACT

Initial
Recon Patrols and Groups
Obtain data on enemy disposition and terrain along main routes of advance.
· Disengage when possible.

· Report and/or continuously monitor the situation.

· Bypass enemy, continue to penetrate enemy positions, particularly nuclear-capable and high-precision weapon systems.

· In favorable conditions, or out of necessity, may attack advancing subunits, take prisoners, disorganize/disrupt enemy forces, and destroy enemy nuclear and high-precision weapons and C3I.


Forward Detachment
Seize key terrain to facilitate the advance of the main body.  May conduct raids en route to objective against key targets (nuclear, high-precision, C3I).
· Avoids contact as much as possible, moving rapidly to its objective.

· If necessary, conducts meeting battles like a battalion acting as an advance guard.


Advance Guard
Move along route of main body to ensure uninterrupted advance of main body, overcoming enemy security/recon forces and obstacles.
· Reports enemy contact/disruption.

· FSE deploys and attempts to overcome enemy force based on information from CRP(s).

· If FSE is unable to overcome the BLUFOR, it assumes a defensive overwatch position to support maneuver of advance guard main body (AGMB).

· AGMB attempts a close or double envelopment to defeat the BLUFOR unless the latter's force is overwhelming in size.

· If envelopment successful, subunits reform and resume march or initiate pursuit.

· If envelopment unsuccessful, subunits hold positions/block enemy/continue attacking to support the subsequent maneuver and attack of the main body of the parent unit.

Actions of Main Body
Main Body
Deploy rapidly for the attack and defeat of the BLUFOR, generally from the flanks.
· Based on info from forward elements, commander maneuvers his forces and attempts to envelop.

· Subunits march rapidly to assigned sectors and deploy in prebattle/battle formations as needed to assault enemy forces.

Conclusion
Main Body
Develop the attack into the depths of the BLUFOR rear.
· If enemy withdraws, initiates pursuit.

· If main body decisively defeats the BLUFOR, it resumes direction of march and overall mission.

· If main body does not defeat the BLUFOR, it continues to develop the attack and holds positions aggressively until higher headquarters can conduct its maneuver.

· If main body is unsuccessful, it may transition to the defense in the course of the offense.

POSSIBLE OUTCOMES OF ADVANCE GUARD ACTION IN MEETING BATTLE

ATTACK BY FSE  AND/OR ADVANCE GUARD SUCCESSFUL.

· Enemy element destroyed

· Advance guard resumes march.

· Main body of regiment does not deploy.
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NO IMMEDIATE SUCCESS BY ADVANCE GUARD.

· Advance guard continues attack.

· Main body continues march forward and prepares to deploy.
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ENEMY FORCES DENY FURTHER OFFENSIVE ACTIONS BY ADVANCE GUARD.

· Advance guard shifts to defense.

· Main body deploys and attacks.
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ADVANCE GUARD UNABLE TO HOLD ENEMY.

· Main body defends on best terrain available.

· Advance guard withdraws and joins defense.

· Follow-on division forces committed to attack.

· Division assumes defense if enemy force too powerful to attack.
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(1)  OPFOR battalion in the meeting battle.  A mechanized infantry or tank battalion is most likely to become involved in a meeting battle when acting as the advance guard of a brigade.  This is also true of a battalion acting independently as a forward detachment of a division or brigade.  When performing such a role, an MIBN is normally reinforced with tank, artillery, and engineer troops and possibly with antitank, air defense, or chemical protection elements.  A tank battalion will be similarly reinforced, but with mechanized infantry rather than tank or antitank elements.

(2)  OPFOR company in the meeting battle.  OPFOR maneuver companies fight meeting battles and defending enemies in the same manner.  A mechanized infantry or tank company normally fights as part of a battalion.  However, it can also act independently as a forward security element of an advance guard or a forward detachment.  A company in such a role receives reinforcements from NBC reconnaissance, artillery, and a subunit of the other maneuver arm. 

c.  Pursuit.  The OPFOR defines pursuit as an offensive operation conducted against a withdrawing enemy.  The goal of the pursuit is to complete the destruction of, or capture the enemy.  There are three types of pursuit:  frontal, parallel, and combination.
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4.  MISSIONS.  During an attack against a defending enemy units will be assigned a mission (objective). 

a.  Missions contain two elements:

· The destruction of the enemy within a zone.

· The seizure of an assigned line.

b.  There are two types of missions or objectives:

· Immediate:  Usually involves the destruction of the enemy's main force and the seizure of a line from which to begin exploitation.

· Subsequent:  Results in the complete destruction of the enemy force and the seizure of a line deep in the enemy's rear.


Each unit's subsequent mission corresponds to its next higher headquarters' immediate mission.


c.  Mission Depth.  Depends on:

· The relative strength of friendly and enemy forces.

· The operational functions of the friendly and enemy forces (e.g. supporting attack vs. main attack, screen vs. defend)

· The terrain.

· The preparedness of the enemy's defense.  The more prepared the enemy's defense, the shallower the depth of the mission.

OPFOR First Echelon
IMMEDIATE
SUBSEQUENT


Destroy/Take

Positions of
Complete

Destruction of
Destroy/Take

Position of

Division (Day 2-4)
Rear of division
Rear of division
Corps

Division (Day 1)
Reserve bde of division
Reserve bde of division
Rear of division

Brigade
Rear of 1st echelon bde
Rear of 1st echelon bde
Reserve  bde of division

Battalion
Rear of 1st echelon bn
Rear of 1st echelon bn
Rear of 1st echelon bde

Company
Rear of 1st echelon co
Direction of advance (toward bn immediate mission)

Platoon
Rear of 1st echelon plt
Direction of advance (toward co immediate mission)

d.  Mission Factors.

· Forward detachments may receive terrain oriented missions, such as river crossing sites or mountain passes.

· The line of a unit's immediate mission is normally the planned employment line for the second echelon.

· After the commitment of the second echelon, both the first and second echelons continue to advance to the subsequent mission.

· Brigades and battalions may be given a direction of advance to follow after accomplishing their subsequent missions.

· Units do not normally stop to consolidate after accomplishing their missions.  The advance is to continue without interruption.

5.  RECONNAISSANCE IN THE OFFENSE.


The OPFOR considers reconnaissance the most important element of combat support.  All commanders and staffs organize reconnaissance to acquire information about the enemy's weapons of mass destruction, force disposition and intentions, and terrain and weather in the area of impending combat.  This information is crucial to the planning process for command and control systems.  Reconnaissance can decisively influence the outcome of a battle, operation, or campaign.


a.  Army Group Reconnaissance locates the most critical targets, to include:

· Nuclear and high-precision weapons

· Intelligence gathering assets

· Higher headquarters and communications centers

· General support artillery groups

· Operational-strategic groupings and their movements.

b.  Army Reconnaissance collects information on:

· Contents  of airfields and army aviation forward operating bases

· Major concentrations of reserves

· Unit boundaries

· Location and extent of defended areas

· The enemy's combat capabilities and intentions

c.  Division Reconnaissance:

· Operate 50-100 km in front of the division main body.

· Missions include:

· Locating, identifying, and reporting enemy nuclear delivery means, headquarters, communications centers, troop concentrations, and movement of enemy units.

· Determining the strength and dispositions of the enemy's defenses and locating his boundaries.

· Providing topographical information concerning routes to, or bypasses around, enemy positions as well as concerning lateral routes.

· Identifying the extent and depth of minefields and the types of mine employed; assessing obstacles and possible crossing points.

· Establishing the extent of zones of contamination.

· Identifying potential communications facilities and other sites for use by their own forces.

d.  Special Brigade Reconnaissance.  Normally operates 25-30 km, but possibly as many as 50 km forward of brigade main body.

6.  FIRE SUPPORT.


In highly mobile, fluid battles, a significant proportion of the available artillery may be decentralized to lower commanders.  With organic artillery and additional assets allocated from higher levels, commanders form army artillery groups (AAGs), army rocket artillery groups (ARAGs), division artillery groups (DAGs), and brigade artillery groups (BRAGs).  Individual battalions may also receive up to a battalion of artillery in an attached or supporting role.
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a.  OPFOR Indirect Fire in the offense is divided into four phases:


b.  Types of Offensive Fire.



(1)  Fire Assault.

· Characterized by surprise and a high density of fires.

· Seeks to annihilate the targets.

· Normally the predominant form used during the preparation phase.

· Usually does not exceed 15-20 minutes.

· More than one fire assault may be conducted during the preparation phase.

· Conducted against both point and area targets.

· Normally involves all or most of the artillery allocated to a division or army.

(2)  Controlling Fires.

· Conducted against a target during the interval between fire assaults.

· Denies the enemy the freedom to conduct combat activity or to escape before the next fire assault.

· Normally conducted by a single battery.


(3)  Fire Concentration.

· Conducted against enemy troop concentrations, strongpoints, artillery batteries, C2 facilities, and other such targets.

· May be conducted by several batteries or battalions.

· All weapons fire at once on the center of the target area.

(4)  Massed Fires.

· Conducted by all or most of a unit's artillery with the purpose of destroying a target in the shortest possible time.

· May take the form of one large fire concentration or several concentrations fired simultaneously.

(5)  Successive Fire Concentrations.

· Conducted when the supported maneuver unit has begun its final assault.

· Provides for the successive neutralization or annihilation of specific targets or target groupings.

· May be done in the defense to support counterattacks.

· First line of concentration is on the enemy's forward positions.  Subsequent lines are 300 to 1000 m apart through the depth of the enemy's position.

· Fires are shifted on the order of the maneuver commander.



(6)  Rolling Barrage.

· Similar to successive fire concentrations in its conduct but evenly distributes fires across the width of the attack axis rather than concentrating them on selected targets.

· Phase lines are 400 to 800 m apart.  Intermediate lines are 100 to 200 m apart.  Fire duration on phase lines is at least 5 minutes.  Duration on intermediate lines is 1 to 2 minutes.

· Normally conducted through the depth of the enemy's first echelon battalion.

· Because of the high ammunition expenditure, the rolling barrage is not commonly used.  May be used to support the penetration of a well-prepared defense or the crossing of a water obstacle.

7.  ANTI-TANK.


The OPFOR can employ the AT reserve as a blocking force against a BLUFOR counterattack during the offense and it can also cover threatened areas and open flanks.  It can be reinforced with engineer assets, usually in the form of a mobile obstacle detachment (MOD).
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FRONTAL PURSUIT

Used at initial enemy withdrawal to:

		Pressure the enemy

		Limit maneuverability

		Delay withdrawal

		Force enemy to deploy



PARALLEL PURSUIT

High speed pursuit to:

		Permit flank attack

		Cut off withdrawal routes



COMBINATION FRONTAL AND PARALLEL PURSUIT

Combines both methods of pursuit to:

		Maintain high rate of advance with continual force

		Hinder disengagement

		Cut off withdrawal routes
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TASK

PURPOSE

TIME

PHASE I

PHASE II

PHASE III

PHASE IV

Fire Support of a Force’s Movement Forward



Suppress most dangerous enemy long-range weapons (FS) capable of striking the moving unit.





Protect a force moving from its assembly area to its line of deployment into prebattle formation.





As unit moves out of assembly area.  May be more than one hour before direct-fire contact with enemy forward defenses.

Fire Preparation





Suppress and/or destroy enemy weapons systems, C2, and troop formations with thoroughly planned, masses fires.



Deny the enemy the opportunity for organized resistance.







1st echelon of supported maneuver formation deploys into prebattle formation.  Prep may last 50 minutes or more.

Fire Support of the Attack



Destroy and/or neutralize the ability of enemy forces to the front and flanks to engage attackers with fires.





Maintain fire superiority attained during prep fires. 







Starts within 2-4 minutes of end of prep.  Continues until enemy’s 1st echelon defense has been overrun.  

Fire Accompaniment





Suppress, in depth, the ability of enemy counterattack, indirect fire, and AT to engage penetrating forces. 





Allow attacking forces to continue the attack and advance to the subsequent objective.





Starts at end of support phase.  Continues until attacking forces have reached an objective -  usually the division immediate or subsequent.  
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DOUBLE ENVELOPMENT

DEEP ENVELOPMENT COMBINED WITH FRONTAL ATTACK



ENEMY

DEFENSE



OBJECTIVE
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CLOSE ENVELOPMENT



ENEMY

DEFENSE




































