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Ghost Rider News
HHC, USAG 

Ft  X  OH 66442
March 1997



  This is the Second Ghost Rider News, published by Headquarters and Headquarters Company, United States Army Garrison, Fort  X , Ohio.  The purpose is to keep soldiers and families informed of official Army policies, activities, and events, particularly those unique to this company.   We publish monthly, and  make distribution to you by attaching it  to your LES.    Sections or Individuals who have input for future newsletters should contact CPT I.B. King at 3342.

Key Dates
VEAP   conversion   to   MGIB !!

  5 Mar  
PLDC APFT

  6 Mar  
APFT 1330 hrs Infantry Parade Field

  7 Mar  
BOSS Meeting 0900 hrs Company Conference Room

12 Mar  
Kids 2000 Mentor Workshop (POC Kay Foreman 239-6481)

15-16 Mar       Outdoor & Travel Expo

17 Mar  
St Patrick’s Day
19 Mar  
APFT 0600 hrs Infantry Parade Field

20 Mar  
BOSS Meeting 0900 hrs Company Conference Room

20 Mar  
Vernal Equinox: First Day of Spring!

21 Mar  
Weaponeer 0900-1300 Bldg 7604

23 Mar  
Palm Sunday

24 Mar  
M16 Range

27 Mar  
         9mm Pistol Range 0900-1400 hrs (POC LT Hope 239-3746)

28 Mar  
Good Friday

30 Mar  
Easter

  3 Apr  
APFT Infantry Parade Field 1330 hrs

  6 Apr  
Daylight Savings - Clocks “Spring Ahead” 1 Hour

5-6 Apr  
OWC Craft Fair

7-11 Apr  
Spring Cleanup 

  9 Apr  
Appomattox Courthouse Day - Southern Rebellion Crushed!
(For information about a tour of Appomattox, dial 1-800-6-RETREAT)
16 Apr  
APFT Infantry Parade Field 0600 hrs

18 Apr  
BOSS meeting 0900 conf room

22 Apr  
        Passover
All active duty soldiers with active veterans' education assistance program (VEAP) accounts on 9 Oct 96 can enroll in the Montgomery GI Bill (MGIB).  To do this, you must request a refund of VEAP contributions from the veterans' administration and pay $1200 to the DFAS (allotment or lump sum) to enroll in the MGIB.  Participants must enroll or decline enrollment in the MGIB  by 8 Oct 1997.  Go to the  Education Center  for counseling.  Bldg 217 (across from the inprocessing bldg, or 239-3061).

Upcoming Athletic events!  Volleyball: 26 Mar - 2 May;  

Soccer: 28 Mar - 8 May;  

Racquetball:  21-23 Mar;  

Boxing: 14-18 Apr.  
If you are interested in playing or coaching, contact SGT Barnett at 239-2823.








It is the Soldier, not the reporter who has given us freedom of press

It is the Soldier, not the poet who has given us freedom of speech

It is the Soldier, not the campus organizer who gives us freedom to demonstrate

It is the Soldier who salutes the flag, 

        who serves beneath the flag,    

        and whose coffin is draped by the flag, 

        who allows the protester to burn the flag.
                                                                                         Father Dennis Edward O'Brien

Don’t Forget!  The Fort  X  Tax Center can prepare your tax return for Free.  They also have Electronic Filing so you get your refund fast.   Dates are from 29 January thru 15 April, and the center is open M-F 0730-1630.  Two locations are available this year:  Custer Hill Activity Center (Bldg 6620) and Patton Hall room 119 (Bldg 200, by the Museum). Call 239-1040 to make an appointment.

The 10 Most Effective Things You Can Say

1. Thank you very much.

2. You are SO right!

3. How can I help you right now?

4. I ask that you....

5. I apologize for what has happened.

6. Why is that?

7. Are you willing to......?

8. I love you.

9. Will you help me?

10. Yes!

The Uniform Clothing Deferred Payment Plan (UCDPP) is provided by the Military Clothing Sales Stores as interest free accounts to enable the soldiers to purchase authorized uniform items and accessories.  The regular AAFES DDP account is for Other purchases.  You can ONLY  buy THESE items on your UCDPP account:  1) Military clothing items and footwear; 2) Organizational items;  3) AAFES Commercial uniform clothing, undergarments, and footwear items to be worn with the uniform; 4)  AAFES Commercial uniform accessories and insignia. 

The Top 10 Bumpersticker Sightings

1. "Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?"

2. "Be nice to your kids. They'll choose your nursing home."

3. "Laugh alone and the world thinks you're an idiot."

4. "A bartender is just a pharmacist with a limited inventory."

5. "Pride is what we have. Vanity is what others have."

6. "I get enough exercise just pushing my luck!"

7. "I Brake For No Apparent Reason."

8. "The gene pool could use a little chlorine."

9. "Okay, who stopped the payment on my reality check?"

10. Save a tree - eat a beaver

"Sprint Sense" rates are available to soldiers in the barracks, and should lower the cost for long distance service.  Two rate plans offered:   1) Flat rate- 15 cents per minute regardless of the time of day the call is made PLUS enhanced services.  2)  Sprint Sense: 10 cents per minute 7pm-7am Mon-Fri state to state;  10 cents per minute all day Sat-Sun state to state;  25 cents per minute 7am-7pm Mon-Fri state to state; 10% cash back at the end of 12 months of service on total long distance bill (there are certain rules)  PLUS enhanced services.  Enhanced Services are:  Free voice mail; Free call waiting; No deposit; No charge for moving; Free regular 911 service; Pin numbers/dollar limitations protections;  Discounted in-state rates;  Discounted international rates.

Tips for becoming Financially Independent

As Yogi Berra once said, "If you don't know where your going, You won't know when you get there". Take the time now to prepare  yourselves for financial independence.  Here are some Tips courtesy Woman’s Day Magazine and the Hospital’s Financial Advisor.

1. Open a savings account in a bank or credit union, but don't get an ATM card. You don't want to make it convenient for getting money out. While at the bank pick up extra deposit slips and envelopes for future deposits.  

2. Each day, take one dollar from your pocket, and put it aside in one of those deposit envelops. Keep the envelop for a month before you deposit the money. 

3. Once a week, or once a month write out a check to your new savings account in the amount of $25 dollars. Don't deposit it right away, but place it into the deposit envelop and keep it there until you write the next check. 

4. Take a look at your budget with an eye toward expenses you could eliminate - even little ones. Put whatever money you were able to save into your new savings account. 

5. If you clip coupons worth $12, then place that $12 into your savings envelop for deposit.

6. Watch your ATM withdrawals, because they could be a major cash leak. Rather than stopping by the machine every time you need money, decide how much you will need for the week. Make it a little tight. If there is money left over for the week - put it into the savings envelop. 

7. Pick up all the coins off your dresser, from your purse and/or pockets and put them in a jar. Once a month roll them up and deposit them into your savings account. 

8. Trim your homeowner's and auto insurance bills and put the difference into your bank account. The best way to cut premiums is to boost your deductibles, but you should remember if the need arises you have the deductible amount. (Emergency Spending Fund)? 

9. Sign up for a payroll savings plan (allotment) 

10. Cut credit-card purchases to a minimum and pay off your credit card bills. 

11. Open a second savings account and have your pay check deposited there, and then take money out for your checking account by what's needed. For example, write out all your bills, add them up and transfer exactly that amount from savings to checking on the day you mail them. 

12. When you have built some money up in the savings account - say $100  dollars - but a short-term bank certificate of deposit. Bank CD's "lock up" your money, but pay more interest. You can get the money out, but it'll cost you a small penalty. 

13. I don't recommend this, but if the only way you can save is through a tax refund - go for it. Decrease the number of exemptions on your W-4, and the Government will take a few more dollars. However, the refund you get back must go directly into a savings account when you receive it.
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NOTE: The HHC, USAG Staff Duty phone number is 239-2136
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Company Soldier of the Month



February 1997



Specialist Brenda L. Marlow 







Congratulations!!
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Company NCO of the Month



February 1997



Sergeant Apollo M. Williams







Congratulations!!
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